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July 29, 2015 

 

 

City of Bastrop Government 

Bastrop, Louisiana 

 

Mayor Arthur Jones and Town Aldermen, 

 

The Louisiana Animal Welfare Commission (LAWC) performed an inspection of the Bastrop Animal 

Shelter on December15, 2015.   The inspectors included Ms. Ashley Delrie, LAWC’s former director of the 

inspection program, and me, LAWC Vice-chair and state public health veterinarian with the Louisiana Department 

of Health. 

Inspectors were impressed with the dedication, expertise, and work ethic of both the management and staff 

at the shelter.  It was also apparent to the inspectors that city support for the facility is woefully lacking.     

LAWC’s inspection process involves two components.  The first portion of the inspection deals with 

compliance with Louisiana law and LAWC shelter management guidelines.  The second part of the inspection is 

concerned with shelter development of “standard practices” related to humane programs, community outreach, 

leadership, enforcement of laws, and progress toward becoming a very high quality shelter, one of the best in the 

state. Both sections are intended to provide valuable feedback to shelters and serve as a guide for future 

development.   

Please see the attached Louisiana Animal Welfare Commission (LAWC) Inspection Form.  The shelter was 

judged to fall short of LAWC standards primarily due to the absence of documented statistics tracking rabies 

vaccine compliance in animals adopted from the shelter, and the absence of a scanner that could be used to identify 

some animals. Scanning for microchips, according to LAWC guidelines, should be performed upon intake, and then 

again prior to euthanasia, adoption, or rescue.  The food storage area showed evidence of a severe rodent infestation. 

This rodent infestation is not only a health risk to the animals, but is a risk to employees. The shelter is severely 

overcrowded and the structure itself is poorly constructed. There were also several other minor deficiencies noted. 

 The “average performance” rating in the shelter development section was due to recognition that several 

improvements would have to be made to bring the shelter’s standard practices up to a most efficient level. The 

inspectors are aware, however, that the management of the shelter is lacking sufficient support from local 

government which would enable the humane organization to accomplish these goals. 

This is the final report.  A preliminary report was given to the shelter management team, and many 

suggested corrections have been made. LAWC will make the inspection documents available to the public thirty 

days after issuing this letter.  Final ratings may be appealed.  Any inspection under appeal will include the words 

“under appeal” next to the assigned rating in the rating box, until the issue can be addressed at a regular meeting of 

LAWC. 

 

Sincerely: 

 

 

Gary A. Balsamo, D.V.M., M.P.H.& T.M. 

State Public Health Veterinarian/Assistant State Epidemiologist 

 

Attachments:   

LAWC Inspection Form 

Shelter Development Evaluation Form 
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Name of shelter: 
Bastrop Animal Shelter (Morehouse Humane Society) 

Contact person: 
Dorothy Ford 

Phone:  318-281-3794 Email address:  director@bastroplacoc.org 

Physical address:  6878 Mer Rouge Road 
                                 Bastrop, LA 71220 

Name of inspector:   
Ashley Delrie, LAWC Shelter Inspection Director, Dr. Gary 
Balsamo, State PH veterinarian (LA Dept. of Health & Hosp.) 

Date of inspection:  December 15, 2015 

Initial      Re-inspection  

 

Critical Major Minor  Category 

 A. Animal euthanasia 

Citation Comments 

                     

                     

  B. Management 

Citation Comments 

         B1* No structured training of employees by animal control experts, such as 
trainings by the LA Animal Control Assoc. 

         B4* There is no structured inspection program carried out by parish officials 

         B8 Overcrowded facility, lead to conditions where animals were not 
adequately separated as to gender (at time of inspection).  

  C. Records 

Citation Comments 

         C5 The shelter has no scanner. 

         C6,C7,C8* Records are not detailed.  No computer is available to staff. There is no 
daily documentation of health status of each animal. 

                     

  D. General structure 

Citation Comments 

         D1 Some buildings are in deploarable condition and do not appear to be 
structurally sound. 

         D2 Electrical outlets are inadequate in some animal facilities. 

         D10 Ventilation in some indoor animal housing areas was inadequate 
permitting an accumulation of odors. 

  E. Water and electric power 

Citation Comments 

         E1 Hot running water should be available in all areas of the shelter. 

         E7 No back-up generator is available to the shelter on a regular basis.  

                     

  F. Waste disposal 

Citation Comments 

         F2 There is no freezer or refrigerator present at the facility to temporarily 
hold carcasses prior to disposal, however euthanasias are not performed. 
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  G. Storage 

Citation Comments 

                     

                     

  H. Primary Enclosures 

Citation Comments 

         H6 The shelter is small and the large population of animals is not conducive 
to single dog cages. 

         H7 ALl dog pen walls are not solid to sufficient height. 

                     

  I. Feeding and watering 

Citation Comments 

                     

                     

                     

  J. Pest control 

Citation Comments 

         J1 Food storage area showed evidence of a severe rodent infestation. The 
structure was not sealed.  Spilled food was everywhere.  Rodent burrows 
are present in great numbers on the property. Some of the debris 
adjacent to the food storage container may serve as rodent harborage.  
The food container is not sealed to the elements and provides no barrier 
to rodent infestation.  This rodent infestation is not only a health risk to 
the animals, but is a risk to employees.      

                     

  K. Rabies quarantine 

Citation Comments 

                     

                     

  L. Infection control and rabies vaccination requirements 

Citation Comments 

         L1 There are no documented statistics or tracking of rabies vaccine 
compliance in animals adopted from the shelter.  

         L6,L8* No HW testing. Dogs  adopted out often with heartworms. Dogs are not 
isolated and checked for disease before joining the general population. 

  M. Population control 

Citation Comments 
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Additional comments: 
*The Morehouse Humane Society and its members deserve accolades for the job done, funds raised, and dedication to 
the well-being of the animals. Financial support of the shelter by city government is woefully inadequate, leaving a very 
substantial burden on the Humane Society.  The shelter is severely understaffed considering the large numbers of animals 
served.   The shelters hours of operation are extended to facilitate access by the public. Written protocols are maintained 
governing intake, adoption, reclamation, public information, treatment for external parasites, vaccination, deworming, 
use of inmate labor, cleaning, etc. The city should permit at least one employee to be trained as a Certified Euthanasia 
technician, so injured and severely ill animals can be euthanized immediately.   
 
B13:  Signage at the facility must be improved to comply with state law.  Hours and emergency telephone numbers are 
not prominently displayed for the public.  
 
B20:  There is no program to vaccinate animal contact staff for rabies, as is recommended by CDC. 
 
B23:  City government should consider including the state's animal shelter standards into local ordinances, as is 
recommended by state statute.  
 
B25:  A veterinarian does not regularly visit the shelter on a twice per week basis, as is recommended (but not required) 
by LAWC.   
 
Many of the citations pointed out by inspectors, particularly those pertaining to record keeping, can be corrected through 
use of a computer and shelter computer software program.  Many shelter software programs can be acquired at no cost.  
The chair of LAWC has been granted authority to provide a computer capable of maintaining shelter records.  Shelter 
management should contact LAWC so that purchase of the computer can be coordinated. 
 
Several areas of the shelter feature damages walls, ceilings and caging.  Repairs are recommended.  Ideally an appropriate 
self contained, secure shelter should be something that the city should plan in the future.  

Rating:  Below standards      Meets standards      Exceeds standards   
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